
 

Psychological 
Characteristics of 

the  Elementary Child 

Home Learning 
Application 

Responds to Parent 
Feedback 

Group Instinct 

Elementary children want to be 
connected with each other. They 
are very social and have a yearning 
to work together in groups. They 
have a deep desire to discuss, 
negotiate, debate, and collaborate 
with others, and these activities are 
important for their development.  
Children of this age generally do 
not enjoy working in isolation, and 
they learn best through hands-on 
work and discussion. 

Students will be nurtured in 
small group learning experiences 
and work together through the 
use of  online Zoom breakout 
rooms. 

The online rooms provide an 
opportunity for children to 
collaborate, co-mentor and co-
facilitate in a structured 
environment with the 
supervision of classroom staff; 
opportunity to engage in deep 
work with peers 

Need: 

 -Connection to other 
children, especially in small 
groups, peer led learning 

-Opportunities to engage in 
deep work that is structured, 
appropriately challenging, and 
developmentally supportive 
 

Independence from Family 

Children have a desire to 
separate from the family at 
this age, and gravitate more 
towards peers. Children 
have been going to school 
without parents, and many 
of them will want to 
continue seeing school as 
something for “them” and 
not for their parents, even if 
it is happening in their 
living room with their 
parents nearby.   

Provide structured online 
classroom experience that 
provides children with sense of  
“school” autonomy 

 

Structured classroom “time” 
facilitated by classroom staff (not 
parents) including: 

--Instructional time (appropriately 
challenging lessons and follow up 
assignments (individual or in small 
group) with clearly defined  
accountability, and individual  
conferences with the Guide and 
Assistant that support student 
moving forward on individualized 
learning path by setting goals, 
maintaining accountability for work 
completed, and 
recognition/feedback for student 
work  

--Zoom breakout rooms overseen 
by classroom staff to provide 
opportunities for peer work, 
socialization, collaboration, and  
independent work (independent 
from parents) 

--Bookend gatherings: provide 
clear bookended structure for 
classroom day with morning and 
afternoon gatherings that signal the 
start and end of the classroom day; 
setting student participation 
expectations and creating  
attendance accountability  

--Clearly communicated 
expectations: student work 
assignments, accountability, 
feedback 

 

Need:  

-Daily connection to the 
Guides 

-A more structured 
curriculum  

-A more integrated curriculum 
that takes students’ needs into 
account and links lessons and 
assignments  

-Ongoing engagement of the 
children to foster their 
independence 

-Greater academic rigor; 
challenging, age appropriate  
lessons, with feedback on 
work from Guide 

-Opportunities for whole class 
Zoom gatherings that are well 
managed, clearly structured 
with an intentional 
focus/agenda, and meet needs 
for connection, engagement, 
and/or instruction 

 

 

Need for Movement 

Elementary children have a lot of 
energy and need to be able to engage 
in big projects that support gross 
motor development.  

Incorporate practical life at home 
and big movement as a regular 
part of the distance learning daily 
schedule/choices: Afternoon, 
offline time 

There are lots of wonderful 
practical life opportunities that 
children can engage in around 
the home. Along with regular 
chores, elementary children can 
put together furniture, refinish a 
wooden bookshelf, or plant a 
garden.  

Incorporate regular PE 
opportunities: yoga, dancing, and 
aerobic exercise. These activities 
don’t take up a lot of space, and 
can also be done online with 
friends.   

 



Moral Development 

Elementary children have a sense of 
fairness and justice, and want to 
understand things for themselves 
and use their own judgment.  They 
are very interested in the concept of 
“right and wrong,” and are keenly 
aware when someone is not being 
fair (and are usually not shy about 
pointing out when they see others 
acting in ways they perceive as 
unfair!).  

Create small group lessons where 
children can debate and discuss 
topics that are important and/or 
intriguing to the elementary 
child’s developing sense of 
morality.  An example: Would 
you rather kill the spider in your 
bathroom or capture it and set it 
free? What if it is a black widow 
vs. a harmless spider, does your 
answer change?  

 

 

 

 
 


