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The Goals

The Home Learning program is designed to have each student:

● As engaged in work as the student would be in the physical classroom.

● Maintain personal connections with the guide, assistant, classroom, and 

individual students.

● Continue along a guided, rigorous academic path.

● Keep parents informed about student performance.



Technology Component

Sunstone Home Learning is more than online learning. Technology is only a 

component of Home Learning. To support Home Learning, we will use the 

following:

● Chromebooks supplied by the school

● Google Classroom

● Zoom



Home Learning Environment

Home Learning is comprised of the following concepts:

● Classrooms: Google Classrooms set up for each physical classroom.

● Materials: Kits to assemble materials necessary to support school work.

● Meetings: Whole classroom meetings, lessons, and student conferences 

held via Zoom.

● Tables: Breakout rooms in Zoom in which a group of students can work and 

collaborate.



Physical Materials

The School will supply student and parents with kits for assembling physical 
materials to support Home Learning.

The staff will design these kits during the summer of 2020 to be available in 
August. 



Provide the structure of a school day

The structure of the day will reflect that of the in-person classroom.

• 8:30 – 11:30: Morning gathering, work period:

• Lessons 

• Breakout rooms for working with peers

• 11:30 – 1:00: Lunch, break, outside time/physical activity

• 1:00 – 2:30: Afternoon work period and individual conferences

• 2:30 – 3:00: End-of-day gathering, read aloud, and dismissal



Work periods

After the morning gathering Zoom session, the guide will either deliver a lesson 

for the entire class or take a number of students into a breakout room for a 

lesson.

Students not given a lesson immediately following the morning gathering will 

disperse into separate breakout rooms (Tables) to work on assignments and/or 

follow-up work individually or together. The assistant will monitor the breakout 

rooms and main Zoom session.

The guide will deliver lessons and check on work in progress throughout the 

morning.



Lessons

Lessons delivered via Zoom to either the entire class or a group of students will 

be recorded and made available to the students who attended the lesson for 

them to review as they work on assignments stemming from the lesson.



Assignments

The guide will assign work to students in Google Classroom on an individual 

basis. Each student will only see their own assigned work.

Assignments will be turned in to the guide via Google Classroom. The 

expectation that assignments are completed is the same for Home Learning as it 

would be for the in-person classroom.



Student Accounts

Students will use @sunstonemontessori email addresses in order to access their 
individual Google Classroom accounts. 

Parents can log in to Google Classroom using their child’s account in order to see 
what their child is working on.



Absences

Absences during Home Learning will be treated as they are during any school 
day. 

If a student is absent for a day or part of a day, a parent should email that 
information to Sunstone.



Lesson Planning

During a period of Home Learning, guides will keep centralized lesson plans 
updated with the following:

• Lessons already delivered to students

• Lessons planned for students (at least two weeks in advance)

Lesson plans are designed to adhere to the State of Oregon educational 
benchmarks.

Since a period of Home Learning will likely be invoked because of a pandemic, 
there is a chance that a guide could fall ill for a week or more. The centralized 
lesson plans will help keep the classroom functioning in such a situation.



The Big White Desk

In Google Classroom, Sunstone will create and maintain a virtual Big White Desk 
to supply the following:

• Technical support for Google Classroom and Zoom (in video, FAQ, etc.)

• Email link for reporting student absences



How Parents Can Help

Parents can do the following to help Home Learning be successful:

● Set up a space for the student to focus on school during school hours

● Assemble physical materials sent by Sunstone

● Hold students accountable for completing assignments

● Allow students to complete assignments and attend lessons with minimal 

assistance



Guide Accessibility to Parents

Guides will establish regular office hours so that parents can schedule time to 
meet with the guide via Zoom or phone. 



Questions


