
Highlights from our Back to School Night 

September 14th, 2017 

Additionally, please refer to the Children’s House Parent Handbook 

 

 

This night is an opportunity to ask general questions about the routine in the Butterfly 

Classroom, Children’s House community, and about the beginning of the school year. 

We talk about the different areas of the classroom, what a lesson is, and what ‘a day in 

the life’ looks like; from beginning to end.  Also, parents have an opportunity to meet 

one another and share dialogue about their children, their experiences, and Montessori 

education. 

 

We are so happy to welcome new families and friends into our Butterfly community. 

 

Arrival and drop off is available from 8:10 to 8:25 each morning.  Please make every 

effort to arrive during this time.  I would like to emphasize the importance of a timely 

arrival.  When your child arrives with the other children of our community he is part of 

our morning preparation.  This allows your child to transition into their day smoothly. 

Our drive through procedure for drop off is in place to allow for quick good-byes as your 

child starts their day into our school.  Dismissal times are 1:00 for the morning children 

and 3:00 for those children who stay for a longer day.  Please schedule appointments 

outside of our regular school hours.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

We ask that you contact the school office before 9:00am each day if your child will not 

be at school.  If we have not heard from you, expect a telephone call checking to see if 
your child is home with you.  We need to account for each child, in each classroom 

community.  Thank you for your help with this.  The children in our class are always 

aware of a friend who is not with us and we like to be able to share why he or she is not 

at school on that day.  If your child is not feeling well, please keep them home and allow 

them time to recuperate.  Please let the office know if someone other than you will be 

picking up your child on any given day. 

 

Please communicate any unusual circumstances occurring at home that may affect your 

child’s disposition.  It could be as little as a rough morning, dad being out of town, or 

grandma visiting; or as big as moving, the loss of a pet, etc.  This will help me to 

understand more fully where your child is and be compassionate to each child’s 

situation.  If your child has a hard drop off or an emotional morning, please feel free to 

call the school and someone will come peek at them in the classroom during our 

morning and reassure you that they are doing well. 

 

Our room parents this year are Carrie Folkestad (mom to Bailey) and Leah Nobilette 

(mom to Lily).  They are here to work with me in ways to bring our community together, 

offer social time to connect, support the classroom, and answer all of your questions!  If 

they do not know the answer they will find out for you!  Both of these parents have been 



with the Butterfly classroom through several children and are great ambassadors of our 

school. 

 

With all children sharing lunch together, please send in simple, nutritious and 

manageable items.  Please watch for what and how much food comes home each day 

and make appropriate adjustments.  We do have a microwave available to warm up 

food, and milk and water are available to have with lunch each day.  We do have nut 

allergies this year and ask you to avoid peanuts, cashews, and pistachios.  Thank you for 

your help in keeping all children healthy and safe. 

 

Our community information and ways to help can be found on-line.  We ask parents to 

volunteer to provide our morning snack ingredients as well as milk for lunch each day 

and fresh flowers to arrange and enjoy each week.  There is a sign-up for laundry to be 

taken home weekly, either on Wednesday or Friday, each month.  You will also find 

other ways to contribute to the life in our classroom.  As conferences approach you will 

find a sign-up calendar on-line.  You can schedule observation times to sit in our 

classroom through the ‘big white desk’ as those open up.  I know you will enjoy a 

glimpse into our days. 

 

We are happy to have our specialists add to the children’s experiences each week. 

Georgia comes to do Spanish lessons with the children each week on Fridays.  She 

gathers small groups and each child has a turn.  She offers Spanish words for items the 

children are familiar with, colors, counting, and very concrete objects.  She joins us for 

lunch each Friday and the children adore her.  We also welcome Kristen, our outdoor 

specialist, each week on Wednesday to take a group of children, usually four, to join her 

for some outdoor project such as planting, watering, observing, or going for a nature 

walk.  We rotate through all of the children.  This is a special outing that the children 

look forward to. 

 

We offer parent/teacher conferences twice a year, in the fall and spring.  We encourage 

you to observe in your child’s classroom at least once a year.  We provide a parent/child 

open house; evening of sharing, two times a year with you being your child’s guest. 

These are wonderful opportunities for you to get an idea of how your child spends their 

day.  We also have parent nights throughout the year offering parent education, insight 

into Montessori curriculum and a time to gather together and connect as a community. 

 

I send out a Butterfly community newsletter each month sharing what is happening in 

the classroom and what events are coming up.  Each family has a folder with news from 

the classroom, the office, and such.  I pass this information along to you at the end of 

each day.  

 

Although there are not a lot of ways to participate inside your child’s classroom, there 

are many ways to support the classroom and the whole community.  Aside from our 

community on-line sign-ups, which help contribute to the Butterfly classroom, you can 

volunteer in many other ways!  We have fundraising events, committees, our annual 



gala and auction, needed help of various projects around our campus.  So, if you have a 

little time and would like to help and get involved, please talk to Monica. 

 

Please feel free to contact me through email, send me a note with your child, or leave a 

message with the office if you wish to talk with me or check in for any reason.  I am 

happy to talk with you by phone or email or set up a time to meet in person.  I will make 

myself available. 

 

Please walk with your child on campus and in our hallways.  We can all help to be 

respectful and set a good example of caring for our school campus and being considerate 

of others walking outside or working inside any given classroom or common space. 

 

We are proud to be a green school and we love to reuse, recycle and limit our waste. 

Please consider recycling your child’s ribbons, cloth, bags, etc. that may come home with 

their work.  We are happy to reuse them and it helps keep the work stocked for the 

children’s use.  Thank you! 

 

Please dress your child appropriately for the weather each day.  We hope to get out for 

fresh air and exercise each day!  We do not have adequate space in our classroom to 

hold each child’s boots, raincoat, or other rain gear.  This is a great benefit of inside 

shoes – your child can wear rain boots to school and then change into other shoes for 

their day in the classroom.  Please have your child wear clothing, including shoes that 

they can easily manage on their own.  This helps the children to be successful in putting 

their belongings away when they arrive, get their outdoor things on when going to the 

playground and going home for the day.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

Please, please do not allow television time before school in the morning.  Television is 

not conducive to active participation in one’s life.  The passive activity of watching a 

screen is in opposition to what happens in a Montessori Children’s House classroom. 

When your child does watch television or screens at other times, consider the content of 

the programs, the amount of screen time watching television, movies, computers or 

phones, and make sure it includes educational and family time. 

 

Please allow enough time in the morning to foster a happy beginning to your child’s day. 

Allow your child to do as much for herself as she can.  Involve your child in as much 

preparation for the day as possible.  Remain aware of your child’s sleep needs so that 

they are in bed early enough to allow them to be truly rested in the morning.  For this 

age child, the recommended amount of sleep is twelve hours each night.  Perhaps some 

things can be planned for the night before.  Check the weather when picking out 

clothing, limit choices that are appropriate for the weather.  Pack or discuss lunch 

options.  By allowing this time in the morning you can encourage your child’s desire for 

independence.  You can have more time or early morning hugs and quality together 

time, which always starts the day positive for everyone! 

 



Thank you so much for helping your child to fully experience our days in the classroom 

together with the benefit of this knowledge.  It is a joy to spend my days with your 

children, thank you! 

 

Warmly, 

 


